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Title: MRA And Labels  

Products Applicable: Multi Room Audio, DLT 

 

One of the features of the Multi-room Audio System is the use of label messages to 

inform the user of what channel is being listened to. Until future products that 

understand Audio Application messages are developed, control of the MRA system is 

expected to be done via Lighting type Applications. The Matrix Switcher only 

communicates on the Audio Application, all of the Lighting to Audio translation is 

done in the amplifiers. 

 

Changing Channels 

Two methods of changing channels are provided in the MRA system. 

 1) Relative commands - Next and Previous. 

 2) Absolute commands – Set Absolute Channel 1 to 7 

For these commands to be accepted by the Matrix Switcher, the associated group 

addresses and Lighting application must be setup in the amplifier. 

 

Figure 1: Addressing a MRA Amplifier. 
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To trigger the Next/Previous groups, an ON command is expected. The amplifier will 

automatically issue an OFF command on receipt of these messages. The amplifier 

will also issue a command on the Absolute source select group, if used, with a level 

corresponding to the source selected. The source selected will depend on the Matrix 

Switcher and its settings. 

To control via the Absolute source select group, a set lighting level command is 

expected. Only levels 1% through to 7 % will be accepted, with the following level 

allocations corresponding to these sources: 

 • 1% - Amplifier local input 

 • 2% - 5% - Matrix Switcher analogue inputs 1 to 4 

 • 6% - Matrix Switcher digital audio port 

 • 7% - Matrix Switcher optical port 

 

Labels 

Labels for sources are setup in the Matrix Switcher using MARPA. Labels must be 

turned on for each zone that requires them. If a zone has nothing that uses labels, it 

is advisable to turn the labels off for that zone – it reduces C-Bus traffic peaks 

considerably. To turn a zone on to accept labels, check the indicated checkbox in 

MARPA. 

 

Figure 2: Select the Generate DLT Labels parameter. 
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A source description must also be entered if something other than the default is 

desired. Again this is done in MARPA.  

 

Figure 3: Enter source description. 

When a source is changed, and the amplifier is configured with next/previous 

groups, a C-Bus labelling command will be issued on the 2 groups associated with 

the next and previous groups.  

  If an Absolute source select command is used to control the source selection 

and you want the source labels, you will need to also allocate groups to at 

least the next or previous groups for the amplifier. 

  This also applies to the Dynamic button labels - a group must be assigned to 

these labels if you require the labels. 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES



Dimming In Server X 

 

Technical Support and Troubleshooting 

For technical assistance call: 1300 722 247 (Australia) 

 0800 888 219 (New Zealand) 

 

CIS web site: http://www.clipsal.com/cis/ 
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